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THE MAYOR'S REPORT
To THE Citizens of Dover:
I have the honor of submitting herewith to
the ])eople of Dover, my report for the year
1958. In this review of departmental accomplishments, the citizens of Dover have the opjiortunity of learning how the various municipal
departments have handled the services and

activities

under their jurisdiction.

During this year of 1958,
as your elected Mayor,

office

the best of

my

my

year in

first

have

I

tried,

to

ability, to accept the responsi-

of the office and to act for the best
welfare of the City of Dover. Perhaps some of
the decisions which have been made have not
been to your liking, but these decisions were
reached only after honest and intelligent discussions, with no thought of party politics and
keeping in mind the welfare of our citizens.
bilities

MELVIN F. MORRISON
administration the problems and
Mayor
to leave their imprint
and bring us to a full realization of how rapidly budgetary apprbpriations
can diminish. On January 8, Dover's streets and highways were buried
under a foot of snow, and city crews were hard-pressed in the "battle of
the blizzard", and it became necessary to hire many extra men and plows.
first experience in snow removal services showed me all too clearly
why Snow Removal is one of the major items of the Budget. 'During the
year a new snow plow snow-removal truck was added to our equipment.

Early

cost of

in

my

snow removal were

,

My

—

Water for Pease Air Base a problem since the construction of the
Base necessitated my appearance before the Northeastern Resources
Commission in Concord, along with former Mayor Thos. H. Keenan, State
Senator Paul Karkavelas and Roy B. Ireland, Chairman of the Dover Board

—

Water Commissioners. As Mayor

of Dover, I pledged to continue Dover's
attempts to jeopardize our underground water supply, by
the establishment of proposed wells in the Madbury area, to which Dover
has previous water rights. Since that time early
in 1958, Dover engaged the services of attorney
_
^^^^flH||||^
vStanley M. Burns, to protect the rights of the
City of Dover. As the year ended, there is ev^H^H^^^^^^ft
ery indication that the Air Force will construct
^^^^^^^
^ surface water supply the Bellamy Dam.
of

fight against all
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February, a new Parking Meter
established. This department,
under the jurisdiction of the City Treasurer,
will maintain, repair and collect money from
parking meters. All tagging for violators will
be handled by the Police Department.

Early

in

Department was

MARGARET

C.

MALLEN

Secretary

As some sections of the city were still plagued by a discolored water
new pipe cleaning equipment was purchased by the Water Department and water mains in the city were cleaned in an attempt to clear
up the condition and increase the water pressure.
condition,

v

The 1958 City Council rescinded a motion taken by the previous City
Council, and changed the route of the proposed sewer line to the Southeastern New Hampshire Industrial Park, later approving a Bond Issue of
$70,000 for this installation. The N. H. Industrial Park Authority has
built a pilot building, the Boston and Maine has provided a railroad siding, and the Industrial Park should
be a boom industrially, to this fast
growing area. A Bond Issue was also approved for extension of a sewer
line on the Durham Road, and for a water main installation on Sixth St.
With the approval

of a Federal Grant of $250,000. for the clearing up
Cocheco River application for which was made in
1956 authorization for the preparation of preliminary and final planning
for a Sewage Disposal Plant and Interceptors, was soon forthcoming. Anderson-Nichols & Company, Engineers of Boston, have completed the
preliminary and final planning, and pending approval, the awarding of a
of the pollution of the

—

—

contract for construction should be consummated late this year or early
in 1959. It is hoped that the 1959 Legislature in New Hampshire will act
on a bill to grant State Aid for pollution, and thereby relieve some of the
hardship on the taxpayers. During the year a committee was named to
study sewerage usage fees, to try and work out a feasible system of charging sewer fees. The Back River sewer line and Sewer Treatment Plant
were completed and put into operation. Approximately 20 homes in the
Back River area have entered this new line.

Departmental

budgets submitted were carefully checked and cuts
mth a view of not eliminating any requests which
would affect service to our citizens. However, all budgets were increased
over 1957 totals, and there was little doubt but that a raise in taxes was
imminent. AVith a reported $835,526. increase in taxable valuation, a $3.20
tax rise, brought our tax rate to an even $53. The tax dollar is broken

made wherever

down

possible,

as follows:

Schools

With the completion and

oi)ening of Dover's newest elementary school
many new sidewalks and sidewalk repairs
Street School
were carried out on the north side of the city, to provide safer travel for
the many youngsters going to and from school. Projects during the year
used 1,000 tons of bituminous concrete for resurfacing city streets and 500
tons for paving sidewalks on which a base had already been prepared,
plus 2,250 feet of sidewalk curbing.

—the

—

Home

Dover and

its neighboring communities have a great need
an effort to keep abreast of progress, we called
a meeting of interested area communities and as a result, the Southeastern
New Hampshire Area Airport Committee has been formed and is actively
engaged in compiling facts and figures for an area airport. Definite plans
will be forthcoming in the near future.

Feeling that

for airport facilities,

and

in

The city was faced with a serious condition on its trees, when following a careful survey by U.N.H. specialists, it was discovered that approximately 150 elm trees in the city were affected by Dutch elm disease.
Recommended procedure calls for the cutting down and burning of all
diseased trees. Some method and the means for attacking this problem
will have to be forthcoming in order to protect the remaining trees which
beautify our city streets.

A new low^-rent housing jiroject is scheduled for Dover, with City
Council approval. This will provide additional housing for elderly persons
and large families, and application for federal funds is now underway.

We have tried to add new equipment to replace old, outmoded pieces.
Several new trucks, a new packer, an Oshkosh, and a new pumper for the
Fire Department, were purchased this year. Many of the trucks were
cleaned, painted and put in first-class condition. These additions should
provide more efficiency in departmental services.
During the year it became necessary to make extensive repairs to
the plumbing in the Municipal Building, and all pipes and lines on the
lower floor of the building were replaced. Late in the Fall, a contract was
approved for the painting of the tower on our city building and work was
started. Because of the extreme cold weather, the job was not completed,
and it will be finished this coming Spring.

To accurately appraise and understand the services being rendered
and the accomplishments which have been made, each of the following
departmental reports should be reviewed. I feel that each department is
rendering a high type of service, utilizing to best advantage the facilities
and funds available.
At this time I want to express my appreciation to all who have worked
with me during the past year, to the citizens who have so willingly served
on boards and committees, and to each and every one who, in any way,
has made any contribution during the past year for the betterment of the
City of Dover.
Respectfully submitted,

Melvin

F.

Morrison, Mayor.
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ROBERT W. GREENAWAY
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS
I believe we all agree that taxes are necessary. It is the purpose of the
assessing department to make these taxes on property as nearly equitable
as possible.
have in Dover- a system which was installed about ten
years ago by the Cole Layer Trumble Company, at a cost to the city I
believe of about $35,000. It is in my opinion a very good system, and I
have talked with assessors and selectmen from a great many cities and
towns in this state and few of them have as good a system as ours and

We

none

better.

a tremendous amount of work to be done to keep this system
installed. Each separate piece of property has a card on
which there is a description of the property, land and buildings if any.
Each year any change in the property has to be noted on the card. If a
room has been finished off it necessarily makes the house a little more
valuable, the same with a breezeway and garage. Also if something is
removed by fire or just demolished there is a proportionate drop in the
value of the property.

There

up

after

is

it

is

All such changes which are made between April 1st of one year and
April 1st of the next year, have to be appraised, and all cards and plates
have to be changed to agree with the new valuation. Also each piece of
property that changes hands during the. year means that our maps and
records have to be brought up to date. This is a much larger chore than it
seems on the surface.

We have between 5,000 and 6,000 separate accounts which have to be
kept up to date. The number of accounts that we have are constantly
increasing. For instance we have a vacant field which is a very simple
account. A developer buys the field and cuts it up into house lots. We then
have additional accounts for new lots, each of which becomes a more
complicated account than the original as we have to add whatever buildings may be built on the lot with measurements showing make, design,
8

central heat (type), fireplaces, bathrooms, extra
anything that 'adds or detracts to or from the value of
the building. All these must be shown on the cards.
size,

number

plumbing,

of rooms,

in fact

In the spring before April 1st we send an inventory blank to each of
our 6,000 accounts with a veterans exemption application attached to each
of over 1,200. Then these all have? to be filled out and returned to our office
between the 1st and the 15th of April. As soon as this is over we get the
warrant ready for the tax collector on Poll and Head tax. Then we make
out the bills for each person who is a resident of this city and who is between the age of 21 and 70. There are over 11,000 of these and they are
generally sent out in June.

As soon as these are out of the way we start getting the warrant ready
on property taxes. This entails a great deal of painstaking M-ork. The warrant is 'a book with a record of each piece of property with the assessed
valuation of the property and the tax on it. This includes all stock-intrade, boats, trailers, cows, horses, and other live stock, also bank stock,
school tax, as well as real estate. With over 6,000 of these to be figured it
takes some time. As soon as we have the valuations of all of these properties figured we take the total assessed valuation along wnth the city
budget (the city budget is the total amount of money that the city council
has figured it will take to finance the various city departments for the
coming year, including the school dejiartment) to Concord. There the
State Tax Commission takes these two figures, the total assessed valuation and the total budget for the year and from this they figure what the
tax rate will have to be to raise the amount necessary.

Then when the Tax Commission has given us the tax rate we
the individual taxes in the warrant and making out the tax

filling in

start
bills.

Everything has to check, and the bills have to balance exactly with the
entries in the warrant book. As soon as these are complete we turn the
warrant and the bills over to the tax collector with an order that they be
collected.- One might think that after this there would be a slack time in
this office; however, we are only human and we have made a few errors

and we soon hear about them in no uncertain terms. And we also hear
about a number on which no errors have been made but which we have to
explain and show that this is so.
While we have been busy getting these accounts ready with the bills
owners have been buying and selling and building.
have changed hands during the summer will figure
up into the hundreds so we immediately have to start to change our rec-

for same, the property
The property that will

ords

all

over again for the next year.

This

is

a continuous opeiation and perhaps that slack time will
we did not get it this year nor last.

come

next year for

Also all of the clerical work of the building inspector is done in this
This includes making out the building permits, keeping all records

office.

9

department as well as answering questions etc. over the counter
and issuing a public report at the end of each month. The building inspector himself of course puts in most of his time making actual inspecof that

tions outside.

Board of Assessors Report for the Year Ending December

31, 1959

Assessments
Property assessments
Stock in trade
Personal property
Boats
School tax

$23,370,347
4,942,087
47,041
18,875
68,555
95,650

Total assessment
Veterans exemptions

$28,542,555
1,169,690

.'

Trailers

Total net taxable

$27,372,865

Tax
Real and personal property
Stock in trade
Boats

$1,179,424.72
262,094.56
1,003.05
3,340.49
2,066.03
1,844.30
536.65

'

Trailers

School tax
Bank stock
Timber tax

Total tax

One

million, one

ninety dollars
exemptions.

$1,450,309.80

hundred and sixty-nine thousand,

assessed

valuation

was

granted

in

six

1958

hundred and
for

Veterans'

Sincerely yours.

Max W.

Leighton, Chairman

Terrence W. O'Neill, Clerk
Robert W. Greenaway, Clerk

10

CEMETERY DEPARTMENT
Year Ending December

31,

To His Honor the Mayor, Members
Co7(ncil and Board of Trustees:

1958
of the City

Gentlemen:

Herewith is submitted the Annual Report
Cemetery activities for the year 1958.
With weather i")ermitting, the lots and avenues
are usually cleaned of leaves in the Fall and
raked again in the Sjiring as many dead limbs
are broken during the heavy stonns and hard
winds of the winter.
of the

Foundations v/ere jwured for seven monuments, ten headstones, five double markers, six
tablets and forty-nine markers, a total of sevcntv-seven foundations.
FRANCIS LENNON
the year there were one hundred
Superintendent
and eighteen interments. Of these, twenty-seven
were from other communities of New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts
and Ohio.

During

There were two 8-grave lots, tiiree 6-grave lots, six 4-grave lots, three
lots, 7 two-grave lots and 6 single grave lots sold during the year.

3-grave

Money has been left
Money has been added to
sizable

At

amount was
this time I

left

during the year for perpetual care on five lots.
those other lots already under perpetual care. A
to one lot as a flower fund.

would

like to ex])ress

my

sincere thanks to His

Honor

Mayor Melvin F. Morrison, the City Council, the Board of Trustees, Public Works Department and all other departments of the City, that assisted
me in any way, and to the Cemetery employees for the coojieration during the jiast year.

Respectfully submitted,

Francis Lennon,
^Superintendent

11

of Cetneteries.
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ANNUAL REPORT
of the

CITY CLERK
and

PURCHASING AGENT
for 1958

March
ALFRED

J.

GuiLMETTE

City Clerk

10,

1959

Honorable Melvin F. Morrison, Mayor of the
City oj Dovcr, and Members of the City
Council:

Gentlemen
Herewith submitted is the annual report of the City Clerk and Purchasing Agent for the year 1958, and consisting of the following five agencies, namely Council Activities, Elections, Administration and Revenues,
Vital Statistics, and the Purchasing Department.

Council Activities
During the year, there were 30 legislative meetings of the City Coun12 monthly meetings, 12 special meetings and 8 Public Hearings, and
resulting in the adoi)tion of 4 Ordinances, 62 Resolutions, and the acceptance of the following streets as public highways, Morningside Drive,
Richardson Drive, Shady Lane, Meridian Drive and Cote Drive.
cil,

There were also presented at these meetings innumerable petitions
requiring Council deliberations and actions, and sound, reasonable and
judicious dispositions, which was accomplished painstakingly by tiie
Mayor and Council.
.

Elections
There were two elections held in 1958. The State Primary was held on
September 9, 1958 with a total vote cast of 3,148, or ajiproximately 35%
of the voters listed on our check-lists which totaled 9,041 voters, the cost
of this election being $2,857.55.

The State biennial election was held on November 4, 1958, with a
total vote cast of 6,217, or approximately 68% of all the voters listed on
the checklists, which total 9,253 voters, the approximate cost of this election being $1,406.76

making a

total cost for the 2 elections $4,264.31.

Administration and Revenues

The City Clerk maintains

the documentary records of our City, his

office correlates all activities for elections, collection of vital statistics,

and

the issuance of all licenses and permits which are not specifically delegated
to another City office.
12

574
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CITY SOLICITOR

^ij^^w^*^

Year Ending December

31,

March
To

1958

16,

1959.

Honorable Mayor and Members

the

of the

City Council:

Gentlemen
I

hereby submit

Department

of this

my

report on the activities

for the

vear ending Decem-

ber 31, 1958.

The

was in attendance at City
and all meetings of other
Boards and Departments where requested. All
ordinances, resolutions and legal instruments were drafted for the various
departments and many verbal and written opinions rendered.
T.

CASEY MOHER

Council

City Solicitor

Solicitor

meetings

SUITS
The suit of Bertha T. Payne v. The City of Dover after hearing in the
Superior Court, was resolved in favor of the City of Dover.
Suit

by her

was

father,

instituted against the Dover School District by Susan Lewis
Herbert F. Lewis, Sr. Hearing on this action probably will

take place in the September Term, 1959.
filed a petition for mandamus against
Inspector, for the City of Dover to compel the
issuance of a plumbing ])crmit. Hearing will probably be had in the September Term, 1959 of Strafford Superior Court.

Leonard Ferland

of

Somersworth

James McCoole, Plumbing

A tax abatement suit was filed by W. & L. Realty, Inc. against the
City of Dover in February, 1959. Hearing will i)robably take place in the
September Term, 1959.

A

petition

was

Superior Court on behalf of the Board of Hosapproval for deviation from the trust of Jeremy
hearing has yet been obtained.
filed in

pital Trustees to obtain

B. Guppey.

No

Suit on behalf of the City of Dover was filed against the United
States relative to claimed water rights in Madbury. This action was terminated upon agreement of the United States to construct the Bellamy
Dam. This action was filed by special counsel for the City of Dover.

The suit of Ehle v. The City of Dover, after hearings in the Superior
Court, was resolved in favor of the City of Dover.
All criminal cases called to the attention of the Solicitor were prosecuted in the Municipal Court and for more detailed information with regard thereto, reference is made to the police and Municii)al Court records.

14

One matter appealed to the Supreme Court from the Municipal Court
was resolved by the Supreme Court by affirming the decision originally
made in the Municpal Court.
Appreciation is expressed to the Mayor and
cooperation and assistance granted this office.

all

Departments

Respectfully submitted,
T. Casey

Moher,

City Solicitor
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for the

FIRE
To

DEPARTMENT

Honorable Mayor of the City of Dover
and the Members of the City Council:

the

Gentlemen:
I hereby submit for your approval a report
on the activities of the Dover Fire Department
for the year ending December 31, 1958.

Apparatus in Service

CARROLL

M.

NASH

Fire Chief

There are in service at the present time six
pieces of apparatus at the Broadway station.
One Maxim 85 foot aerial ladder truck bought

in 1951
one Maxim 750 gal. per minute pumping engine bought in 1948; one International Tank truck carrying 800 gals,
of water with a 150 gal. per min. pumj) on a j^ower take-off bought in 1952;
one Diamond T 500 gal. per minute i)umping engine bought in 1942; one
Ford-Seagrave 500 gal. per minute pumping engine which also carries 500
gals, of water. This truck was bought in 1958; one Chevrolet panel truck
which is used for fire-alarm work and also is used to haul the boat on drowning accidents and for calls for the resuscitator. There is also a trailer pump
which is used for brush fires and other emergency work, and one aluminum
14 ft. life-boat equipped with trailer and life-jackets. One base station 2
way radio and six trucks which are radio ecjuipped.
;

Fire Alarm System

There are at the present time seventy-seven street boxes and ten sophantom boxes, all of which can be sounded from the fire-station.
There is, also a repeating machine, a charging board and a protector board
that operate the alarm system. Boxes were tested on Monday mornings
and were all in good condition. Some old wire was replaced with new where
it was needed. There is also a generator at the station that is hooked up
permanently tliat takes care of the fire-alarm system, the two-way radio
and the lights in the station if the power is lost for any reason.
called

Permits

.\nd

Inspections

A total of 775 City permits was issued for outside fires and 35 State
permits issued for burning brush. Buildings inspected included the County
Court House, Strafford County Farm, City Hall, Wentworth-Dover Hospital, Wentworth Home for the Aged, Dover Children's Home, all schools
and all Convalescent Homes.
Outside Assistance at Fires
Assistance at fires was given to the following places:
.South Berwick, Madbury, Newington and Durham.

Somers worth,

Activities of Fire

Department

A

total of 462 alarms were answered by the department which is 47
than was answered last year. Broken down they amounted to 57 box
alarms, 402 still alarms and 3 Engineers' alarms. Included in this number
of alarms were 17 false alarms which were pulled from the street and 7
needless alarms from automatic sprinklers. There were 5 calls for the reless

suscitator, 6 calls to assist police at accidents,
call to assist in hunt for lost person.

1

call for

the life-boat and

one

Fire Losses
Assessed valuation of property
Damage caused by fire
Insurance paid

$698,500.00
45,918.50
45,918.50

Conclusion
thank the Mayor and City Council, press and
Department, Motor Vehicle Department, State Police, the
State Fire Marshal, Deputy Marshal and the Inspector from that office.
Public Works Director and his department, United Tanners, Fire Chiefs
and fire departments in surrounding cities and towns, and any others who
assisted the Dover Fire Department in any way during the past year.

At

this time I wish to

radio, the Police

Respectfully submitted,

Carroll M. Nash, Chief

NEW TRUCK

of Dept.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Yi:ar

Ending December

Hon Mayor and Members

31, 1958

of the City Council:

The Dover Health Department has been
active in promoting sanitation in the best interest of its citizens in the community.

The most important, was to place special
emphasis on the distribution of food and its
cleanliness especially in restaurants and grocery
stores. Grocery stores, and eating places were
inspected periodically during the year, and reecommcndations were made pertaining to sanitaDR. MAX WINER
Heaifh oHicer
tiou and public health. In restaurants, special
attention was given to the kitchens and its
equi])mcnt for the storage of food. Also the lavatories were inspected for
cleanliness.

All schools, including public and Parochial, were inspected regarding
the cleanliness of lavatories. This was to safeguard the health of our children.

A very special emphasis was placed upon the distribution of dairy
products. This is most important to the health of the community. Farms
were inspected within a radius of twenty miles that jiroduce milk for distribution in Dover. Warnings were given to some producers that the milk
from their herd was not up to standard after tested in Concord, Bureau of
Food and Chemistry. Some of these producers had to be shut off from
bringing their milk to the dairy. It was up to the health department of
Dover to see that the bad milk was not mixed with the good milk.
The State Board of Health
The requirement now is

year.

required that samples be taken twice a
four times a year. Samples of milk were

taken to the daily and marked. These samples were then rushed to Concord for the testing of bacteria, to see that the bacteria content was at a
to comply with State regulations. Ice cream plants also came
under this supervision, and the quality of the ice cream was also tested for

minimum
its

ingredients.

have had their homes inspected
was required by the State Board of Health. If their
homes passed the sanitary regulations, a certificate was granted. Most of
them did, some did not.
All people wishing to board children

for cleanliness; this

Fuel and range oil trucks in the City were checked and sealed for the
year by the State Bureau of Weights and Measures. A charge of $3 was made
for each truck and half of the money is sent to the Dover City Treasury.
These inspections are rnade with the City Sealer to assure that the Dover
buyer gets the right amount of fuel or range oil he orders.

The Health Department wishes to cite the cooperation of his department with the Public Works Department, the Finance and Treasury De18

l^artments, the Police Department, the School Department, the District
Nursing, the City Clerk's Department, the Water Department, and all
otiier agencies in the City Government, for their helj) in all duties pertaining to the health and sanitation of its citizens.

No. of

No. of

Inspections

Inspections

General Sanitation
Eating Establishments
Grocery Stores
Public Buildings
Bakeries
Dwellings

Water Samples
Sanitary

Fill

Nuisance Complaints

Rat Control

Dog
154
55
16

6
179
79
66

Mimips

44
112
52

287

German Measles

6

Typhoid

1

Infectious Hepatitis
Scarlet Fever

3

1

Foster Homes

9

Investigations
License Granted

Milk
Dairv Farms
Milk Plants
Ice

Bite

Measles
Chicken Pox

307

Cream Plants

Milk Samples

31

16
12

Weights and Measures

12

26
198

Scales tested and sealed
307
tested and sealed 154
Fuel trucks tested, sealed
38

Gas pumps

COiMMUNICABLE DISEASES
Investigations

Milk License Revenue

Homes Placarded

Restaurant License Revenue $141

$126

Respectfully submitted,

Dr.
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Max

Winer, Health

Officer.
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OVERSEER
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of the
March

To His Honor

the

POOR
1959

12,

Mayor, and Gentlemen

of the

City Council:

hereby submit the annual report of

I

office for

Direct Relief

405.14
18,491.50

Old Age Assistance
MARGARET

my

the year ending Dec. 31, 1958.

SEYMOUR

E.

Director of Welfare

$58,898.64

Expenditures

Food

$10,022.71

Fuel

1,080.68

Rent

5,292.25

Medical

2,134.34

Hospital

8,171.40

Ambulance

8.00

Burial

409.00

Expense

600.25

Board, Adults

5,727.89

Board, Minors

1,890.32

Office

Electricity

156.22

Clothing

187.08

Salaries

4,725.00

Total

$40,405.14

During the past year we cared for sixty-two (62) families. These famrejiresented two hundred and fifty (250) persons. We cared for
twenty-seven (27) singles and two (2) who required extra nursing care.
There were nine (9) minors, and fifteen (15) adults who received board
and care at the Strafford County Home. We had eight (8) jicrsons who
ilies

were assisted with medical only.

The case load this year was very close to that of the past year of 1957,
which was the largest since -the year of 1950. It did not begin to ease until
the

month
The

least.

of June.

As

a result

it

was a very strenuous period to say the
and credit is

hospital and medical expenses were very heavy,
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due Dr. Thomas J. Smith, City Physician, for his efforts in caring for the
which were referred to him by this department.

sick

I

wish to extend

my

thanks to

lighten the burden of the needy.

all

those

At times the

who

sent

contributions to

duties of this office reach a

very depressing point but the consoling factor comes from the help which
we are able to give to so many deserving people. I am very grateful for all
assistance given to

me

during the past year.
Respectfully submitted,

Marg.4ret E. Seymour,
Director oj Welfare.
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PARK DEPARTMENT
To His Honor

the

Mayor and Members

of the

City Council:

A twelve month program of Recreation was
conducted for citizens of Dover, both young
and old, for the first time in several years during 1958 with record breaking attendance figures recorded at various activities conducted by
the Park and Recreation Department. A grand
total of 60,482 participants were recorded at
various jirograms during the year.
The highlight of the year's ]:)rogram was
the very successful Summer season during which
time a total of more than 34,000 i')articipants
were noted at various activities. Programs conducted during the months
of June, July and August that proved most poi)ular included the five playgrounds, Bellamy Pool swimming classes, adult men's slow pitch softball,
Lassie softball league for young girls and the various youth baseball leagues.
RALPH

T.

GRASSO

Recreation Director

New

playground equipment was purchased during the year and placed
A slide and merry-go-round were installed at both
the Hancock and Henry Law i^laygrounds and a set of six swings was
installed at the Bellamy Pool area.
at three different areas.

The Public Works Department sup])lied a crew of a dozen workers
during the Summer season and these men, under the supervision of foreman Larry Myers did an outstanding job in maintaining the city's park
and recreation areas. Their duties included marking ball fields, mowing
grass and general maintainence of all areas.

A

staff of five lifeguards

headed by Richard Joy and Barbara O'Gara

supervised swimming classes and swimming activities at Bellamy Pool
during the Summer. The pool staff is to be commended for their outstanding efforts in making Bellamy Po(d a safe place for the children of Dover
to swim. The season was marred by the tragic death of Harry Ordway of
Pittsfield on Sunday, July 20th following the popular Soap Box Derby
that was sjionsored by the Dover Lion's Club. The drowning was the only
serious accident that occurred at the pool during which time a total of
8,000 visits were recorded by hundreds of local citizens, young and old.

The addition of ten new picnic tables ]iroved most popular and a
familiar sight was a family gathered around the table eating lunch or
supper at the area. The set of swings also jiroved a welcome addition to
the facilities at the pool and were continually used by the youngsters.
Assisting Miss O'Gara and Richard Joy with life guarding duties
were Miss Ann Meserve, Miss Altheia Markos and James Robarge. Miss
O'Gara was in charge of the swimming class ])rogram assisted by Miss
-Meserve and Miss Markos.
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OLYMPIC WINNERS

A

more than 300 children were enrolled in the eight week
program with a total number of 2,743 visits made during the
sessions. At the conclusion of each four week session all children were
given the Red Cross Water safety test with those passing being awarded
their certificates. A total of 57 children passed the beginners test and 18

swim

total of

class

passed

the

intermediate

tests.

Once again the Park and Recreation Dept. conducted supervised
playground programs at five different play areas. The five playgrounds
were Henry Law, Home St., Hancock, Woodman Park and Mt. Pleasant.
The playground staff included the following girls: Doris Courteau, Ann
McKone, Peggy Dunnington, Corinne Hourihan, Carol Brown, Dorothy
Matthews, and 'Patsy LaBonte.

The playground staff was responsible for conducting a varied program of activities at their particular playgrounds in addition to special
events and trips. The entire staff did an excellent job as is evidenced by
the tremendous interest shown by the youngsters of Dover who made a
total of 12,561 visits to the five areas during the eight week season. There
were 737 different children registered.
Activities at the playgrounds included sports, games, special trips
and programs and arts and crafts. Miss Doris Crateau served as arts and
crafts director and visited each playground once a week.

Something new was attempted for the first time last year with the
conducting of overnight camping sessions for each of the five playgrounds.
23
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OVER NIGHT CAMPING
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i)ruved most i)oi)ular with the youngsters and the leaders. The children left their playgrounds in late afternoon and went to Bellamy Pool by
bus where they cooked suj^pcr and slept overnight under the stars. After
cooking breakfast in the morning they returned by bus to their respec-

They

tive playgrounds.

Other Summer activities included the popular Minor League baseball
leagues with more than 200 boys ]-)articipating as members of- 16 different
teams. The Little League was increased to six teams and games were
played on the new Beckwith Little League field, a project tliat was completed by Little League officials.

The Babe Ruth League was conducted once again and was comprised
teams of boys aged 13 to 16. Tanny Cash served as league supervisor
ably assisted by Ray Dunphy and a staff of six volunteer coaches. More
than 50 men served as volunteer coaches of the various boys' baseball
of six

teams during the summer.

A girls' Softball league for girls under 16 was formed, called the LasLeague. Three teams were organized and a schedule of six games was
])laye(l by each team. Li addition to the regular league play -an all star
team was organized and played games against Somersworth and Rochester.
sie

Softball again proved popular, with Guppy's Park the scene
weekly in addition to Sunday games. A new slow
league was formed witli six teams iiarticijiating in addition to the

Men's

of activity four nights
]-)itch

four team fast pitch

Dover Amateur

Manty's Sportsmen cajitured the
]iitch

1958

league: A Dover team,
New Hampshire Amateur fast

softball

Softball championship.

Two outdoor basketball leagues were organized, a Junior league of
four teams comprised of high school boys and a four team Senior league
made \^^ of boys above high school age. The teams played their games at
the Home Street playground where improvements were made in the lighting system.
Teenage record hoj^is j-jrovcd most popular with each of the five plavgrounds sponsoring weekly record hops in the City Hall auditorium. The
record hops attracted an average of 350 teeners per dance.
Interest in tennis was stimulated considerably with classes being
conducted for boys and girls in addition to the very popular adult women's tennis classes conducted ))y IVIiss Betty Durfee, a member of the
Recreation Advisory Council.

At the conclusion of the season a city wide tennis tournament was
conducted for both seniors and juniors with a total of more than 40 entrants were recorded with trophies awarded to winners of the various classes.
Si^ecial events conducted during the Sununer months were the weekly
band concerts at Henry Law Park, a city-wide championship swimming
meet and a gala Fourth of July holiday celebration.
The Junior swim meet attracterl more than 60 youngsters with a
total of 40 trophies awarded to winners. The winners in the city meet w^ent

25

the Dover youngsters jihiced
Hampshire communities. Six ribbons

where

on to the state meet at Claremont
sixth among teams from 12 New

won

at the state

meet by

local

swimmers.

The Fourth of July celebration, a three day affair, was one of the most
successful Fourth of July programs in many years with 14 different events
being conducted. One of the highlights was a road race with 16 entrants
competing including two members of the City Council. Other activities
included fireworks, band concert, outdoor record hop, children's field day,
bicycle races, doll carriage parade, pet show, bonfire, softball games and
Father and Son Little League game.

The Summer playground season was climaxed by the Playground
Olympics with all five playgrounds competing for top honors. Woodman
Park playground won the Olympic title and ribbons were awarded to the
first

three finishers in

all

events.

Four municipal skating areas were made available during the Winter
months of January and February and again in December. The high school
skating rink proved to be the most jiojndar area while good crowds were
also in attendance at the Henry Law, Hancock and Home St. playground
skating areas.

A complete program of basketball for all ages was conducted during
the Winter with the organizing of 20 boys' teams, six men's teams and
four girls' teams. The Little Kids Basketball League, organized here a few
years ago, continued to grow with an increase from 16 to 20 teams with
the addition of the Junior automotive league. All 20 teams in the Little
Kids basketball program were uniformed.
The men's

city league was most popular with six teams competing for
championship honors, an honor won by the Greene Real Estate team.
Doubleheaders were played twice weekly at the Dover High School gym.
city

Physical fitness programs for adults were most popular with the Recwomen's Slimnastics class and men's volleyball
program. Both programs attracted numerous adults who enjoyed taking
part in this form of organized recreation.
reation Dept. starting a

Other activities started by the department during 1958 included baton
twirling classes for girls, boys' model airplane club, youth bowling leagues,
Junior ski school, grade school girls' indoor games program, boys' boxing,
touch football, city-wide hula hoop contest, city-wide Halloween program
and Santa's visit to City Hall.

The Park Commission and City Recreation Director would like to
take this opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to tlie many volunteer
workers who helped to make 1958 a banner recreation year in Dover. Also
special thanks to the Public Works De])t. and Dover School Dept. for
their outstanding coojieration with the Park and Recreation Department
jduring the past year.
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Listed below

January

is

the attendance figures for the year by months.

PLANNING BOARD
December

31, 1958

Honorable Melvin F. Morrison, Mayor, and
Councilmen:

The year 1958 has proved
more successful planning years

to be one of the
for the City of

Dover, New Ilampshire due to the cooperation
given by various departments of the City. Without the cooi)cration many planning activities
would not have been carried out. Therefore, the

Planning Board gives its thanks to all individuals concerned, hoping that the help given may
have paved the way for more improvements, by
planning, in the years to come.

ROBERT SKINNER
Planning Director

Herewith submitted for your approval is the report of the activities
Dover Planning Board for the year ending December 31, 1958, being broken down as follows:
of the

1.

Comprehensive Plan

One of the outstanding achievements made by the Board during
the year 1958 was to establish a complete outline for a Preliminary
Comprehensive Plan. Those chapters completed are:
Chapter

I.

Introduction

The Character

A.
B.
C.

Chapter

II.

III.

Chapter IV.

Topography and Climate
Development
Planning in Dover
Objectives and

Summary
A.

Chapter V.

Modern Community

Background
A.
B.
C.

Chapter

of the

Planning Can Determine the Future of the City
The Preparation of the Preliminary Plan

To

of the

of the

Dover Region

Major Planning Policy
Major Proposals

of the

Plan

be completed during 1959

Elements of the Plan
A.

Population
1.

2.

3.

Growth

of population
Present population
Future trends in population

The remaining chapters of the Plan will be the task of the Planning
Board, Planning Director, and any additional help to complete. It is with
28

the cliaj^ter entitled "Elements of the PUm" which will give the citizens a
picture of what the City will look like in the future.

Parking and Traffic

2.

not an authorized Parking and Traffic Authwill appear before the State Legislative body soon to obtain such an enactment) it is with proud distinction that the Planning Director was the first person in Dover to
initiate such visions of having such an authority. Since the very first
portion of the year 1958 the Planning Board has worked constantly
with different i^arking and traffic committees throughout the City on
parking and traffic problems.

Although there

ority as yet

(a

is

Dover delegation

On many occasions reports have been submitted and were accepted as good logical planning technique. The end result will be
that all materials and reports will be available to the coming Parking and Traffic Authority.
Six Year (^'apital Improvement Program

3.

The year 1958 also presented another first for the Planning
Board; the first steps being the ground foundation of a Six Year Capital Improvement Program for the City. Much work lies ahead and it
is hoped that by 1960 still another picture of City improvements will
be able to be seen.
Briefly, Capital Improvement Programming is the scheduling of
selected physical plans and facilities for the community over a certain
period of time. These improvements are based on a series of priorities,
according to the community's present and anticipated financial standing. In actuality, it is a program scheduled to see that first things come
first. When the time limit is completed, then obviously those projects

which were not completed
year program.

will

be given priority in the second six

Airport Planning

4.

During the year of 1958 the City Planning Director appeared
New Hampshire State Aeronautics Commission hearings

before the

in Concord, along with reiM-esentatives of other cities in the state, to
seek federal and state aid for building local airports.

that a municipal airiiort
a large number of industries in a growing area whose population has already reached the
85,000 mark. Beforehand, Mayor Morrison personally asked the Planning Director to represent the City of Dover at hearings that were
being held during the week of May 12th by the Commission.
in

The Planning Director told the hearing
New Hampshire would serve

southeastern

The Planning Director attended the hearings and from local intersoon thereafter, was formed a southeastern New Hampshire Area
Airport Committee.
est,
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5.

Zoning

Map

A new feature was added to the Planning Board when on September 8th of 1958 the Phinning Board accepted an amended zoning map
for the City prepared by the Phxnning Director. Tiie zoning map extends some twelve feet in length by four feet in height. The largeness
of the map insures good vision of the map from any point within the
Planning Office. Approximately three weeks of effort was put into the
maj), a map which had to be colored and zoning area put to exact scale.
6.

Subdivision Control

The regulation of land subdivision for residential and other uses
widely accepted as a function of the local government in the United
States. It has become recognized as a method of insuring sound (*om-^
munity growth and of safeguarding the interest of the home owner, the"'
subdivider and the local government. The business of building a
community requires the safeguarding of these interests and the assurance that residential land subdivision will provide permanent assets
is

to the localty.

to

With the above passage in mind the Planning Board would like
note of six new subdivisions located within the City of Dover

make

during

1958.

There are many constructive measures performed by the Planning
Board which may, or may not, have, in many instances, an end or final
result. The above six items are accomplishments that the Dover Planning
Board have made during the year 1958.

The Planning Board needs the active interest and participation of
Dover citizens in planning problems. The Planning Board believes that
through citizen interest and participation the City of Dover can be a better community in which to live.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert E. Skinner,
Planning Director.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Hon. Board of Police Commissioners,
Dover, New Hampshire

To

the

Gentlemen:
I have the honor to submit my Annual
Report of all the transactions of the Dover
Police Department for the year ending Decem-

ber 31, 1958.
1958, there were 894
arrests from the previous year, and an increase of 136 over the year
cared for 165 Lodgers during the
1956.
past year.

During the year

of

arrests, a decrease of 71

We

JOHN

J.

MURPHY

Chiei of Police

This Department received and handled a total of 10,170 calls and
complaints that were given prompt and efficient attention by the Department, and a permanent record of these calls was logged on the Day and
Night Report. There was a total of 848 doors and windows found unlocked
and either locked and reported to the owners, or the owner called to go
there. We disposed of 132 animals, and reported to the Public Service a
total of 194 street lights that were found burned out.

Our investigations included 349 automobile accidents in which 154 persons were injured, 20 of these being pedestrians. There were 4 fatalities
in Dover in 1958. The year before we had none, and in 1956 there were 4
killed in motor vehicle mishaps.

We

in Municipal Court 287 operators of
speeding, reckless operating, driving under the influence of liquor, crossing yellow lines, passing school busses displaying
flashing red lights, and other motor vehicle offenses. There were several
assault cases, breaks, bad check cases, and other miscellaneous arrests
which included non-support, car theft, fraud, larceny, etc. A tabulation of
these and the disposition of each is included in this report. These cases were
handled courteously and efficiently by the members of the department.

arrested

motor vehicles

and arraigned

for

The amount of lost and stolen property recovered and returned to
owners amounted to $9,778.50.
Several changes occurred involving pei"sonnel of the Department during the past year. In February, Donald A. Blanchette was appointed to
the force. In August, Officers Alfred Bertrand and Walter Estes resigned
to take up other work. Normand Gagnon was appointed on September 3,
1958 to fill one of the vacancies. Henry E. Griffin was promoted to Lieutenant, and Officers Richard Flynn and Paul H. Proulx were promoted to
the rank of Sergeant. The Department suffered a great loss with the passing of Lieutenant Henry Griffin who had served the Department and the
City for over thirty years. Lt. Griffin was a highly respected officer and
our sympathy goes out to his family and many friends.
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On December
of Lieutenant

His

sion.

15, 1958, Sgt.

and placed

in

Richard Flynn was promoted to the rank

charge of the newly-created Inspector's Divi-

fine record will serve

him

well in this

new

job.

my

desire at this time to express
sincere appreciation and thanks
to the Honorable Board of Police Commissioners, the Honorable Ovila J.
Gregoire, Judge of Municipal Court, Associate Judge, Walter A. CalderI

wood, and City Solicitor, T. Casey Moher, the Mayor, and members of
the City Government, Clerk of Court, Vinton R. Yeaton, Chief Nash of
the Fire Department, to Colonel Ralph Caswell and the State Police for
their assistance rendered throughout the past year. My appreciation for
the splendid cooperation received from the Public Works Department,
Welfare Department, School Department and all others who directly and
indirectly were helpful throughout the year is sincerely heartfelt. I should
also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the members of the Police Department for their loyalty and support during the
year just past.
Respectfully submitted,

John

J.

Murphy, Chief

of Police.

PERSONNEL OF THE DOVER POLICE DEPARTMENT
John J. Murphy,
Alphonso M. Ayer,
Patrick J. Fagan,
John A. Davy,
Daniel W. Murray,
Frederick Fogarty,
Harrison D. Mackey,

Normand Grenier,
Owen P. McKenney,

L.

William N. Sampson,
Robert N. Mikan,

Donald A. Blanchette,

Annual Report

Paul H. Proulx,

Raymond

P. Pasek,

Anthony N. George,
Philip J. Conway,
Frank B. Redden,
George
Donald

J.

S.

Hester,

Meserve,

Edward R. Dame,
Normand H. Gagnon,

Patrick J. Sweeney,
Charles E. Lewis, Clerk

Sergeant

Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman

of the Dover Police Department, 1958

Arrests during the year other than
Motor Vehicle cases

Number

Dewey W. Allen,
Deputy Chief
Richard M. Flynn,
Lieutenant

Chief

Captain
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman
Patrolman

Motor Vehicle

of calls handled

10,170

Doors and windows found unlocked
Animals disposed of

848
132

Lodgers
Street lights reported out to Public Service

Accidents
Injured
Pedestrian
Fatalities

607
287

Company

165
194

349
154
20
4

894

Total arrests for the year 1958
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Annual Report

of the Dover Police Department, 1957

Arrests during the year other than
Motor Vehicle cases

Number

of calls

Motor Vehicles

636
329

handled

10,018

Doors and windows found unlocked
Animals disposed of

994

Lodgers

200

133

Street lights reported out to Public Service

Accidents
Injured
Pedestrian
Fatality

Company

197

291
112
19

Total arrests for the year 1957

965

Revenues Received by Police Department, 1958
Fines (Parking meter)

$3,832.75
120.00
Photocopy machine revenue
48.00
Revolver permits
40.00
Bicycle registrations
249.00
Junk licenses
60.00
Refund of meter expenditure ....
87.50
Refund of telephone expenditure.
10.83
Miscellaneous refunds
34.00

Beano

licenses

$4,472.08
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EDWARD

C.

GERARD CRAWFORD

SMITH
Works

City Surveyor

Director of Public

PUBLIC
To His Honor

the

WORKS DEPARTMENT

Mayor, and Members

The winter months

of the City Council:

of 1958 proved to be busy

and costly ones

for

department.

this

During
were used.

this period,

240 tons of

salt

and 4,000 cubic yards of sand

Streets and Roads, Patching and Surface Treatment

One thousand thirty-seven (1,037) tons of patch material were used
on roads and streets.
Fifty thousand (50,000) gallons of asphalt were used for surf ace treatof the following roads and street:

ment

Upper Washington St.
Bellamy Road, from Knox
Marsh Rd. to Bellamy Bridge
Cataract Avenue
Bellamy Road Extension
West Knox Marsh Road
East Knox Marsh Road

22.

Rutland Street

23.

Watson Street
Watson Lane

24.

Durrell Street

26.

18.
19.

Horne
21.

25.
27.

No. Fine Street
12 Cedar Street
13 Winter Street
11.

28.

14.

Jenness Street

29.

15.

Birchwood Place
Smith Road
Dover Street

30.

16.

17.

Street

Home
Home

St.
St.

20. Sixth St.,

—

10.

Park

31.

34

from Redden

St. to

School
from Central Ave. to

St.

Old Stage Road
Richardson Drive
Crescent Ave.

Danbury Lane
Road
Bavview Road

Willard

Barry Street
Mast Rd. from Spruce Lane to
Back River Road
Meridian Drive
Morningside Drv. from Shadow Drive to Garrison Rd.
Robin wood Ave.

32.
33.

34.
35.

36.

Renaiid Ave.
Keating Ave.

39.

Hayes Lane
Woodland Rd.
Middlebrook Rd.
Drive
Bellamy Lane

Town Road
Under
1.

Aid Program

this

program, the following work was done:

Surface treatment

b.

Blackwater Road
Back River Road

c.

Access

a.

2.

Bellamy Lane

Pearson Drive
4L Roberts Road
42. Oak St. Extension
43. Fifth St. from Grove to Fourth
44. Shadow Drive
45. South James St. Extension

37. Riverside
38.

New

40.

Road

(extension of Gushing

Road

parallel to turnpike)

Reconstruction
St., from Glenwood Ave. to Sixth St., completed
Bellamy Road, from bridge to Durham Rd., started, but not

Whittier

a.

b.

completed.

Paving Program

The
1.

Atkinson
to St.

2.

following streets were paved with bituminous concrete:
St.,

Thomas

Orchard

from Washington
St.

St.

6.

Myrtle

7.

Walnut

8.

An

cjf
Wj
iri
vvaiaron
bt.

4.

Green

5.

Fayette

St.

St.

St.
St.

extensive shoulder was pav^^
westerly side oi the
existing concrete pavement on
Central Ave. from Page's Corner to Gage's Hill.

Graveling and Grading Streets
Approximately 6,000 cubic yards of gravel
ing roads which were then graded:
1.

2.
!•
4.

5.

Road
Maplewood Ave.

Jenness

/^''""^

?f
^l^o.''^
Mast
Rd., from Spruce TLane
Back River Rd.
Columbus Ave.

6.

Vamey

7.

Oak

8.

.

to

was applied

r>

9-

10.

to the follow-

Rd.
Extension
Richardson Drive
^^i

i

St.

o,,

t^

i

^^^ ^^^^e Rd.

Road by

Cotton's farm

Horne Street Reconstruction
In order to facilitate completion of the new Horne Street School, it
to extensively reconstruct a portion of Horne Street from
just north of Redden Street to opposite the entrance of the Horne Street
Playground. This reconstruction involved construction of new drainage
facilities to drain portions of the road as well as the school property. Ap-

was necessary
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proximately 325 feet of 15" drainage pipe with necessary catch-basin and
field to drain
into Berry Brook.

manhole were constructed from Hornc Street through Snow's

Miscellaneous Projects

Box Derby

1.

Snow

2.

This

3.

Assisted Water
Hill Reservoir.

4.

Constructed fencing at Back River Sewage Treatment Plant

fencing was erected for the Soap

department assisted
League field for its season.

in

Department with

Dredged out debris and hauled

5.

Swimming

preparation of the Beckwith Little
its

in

periodic cleaning of Garrison

new sand

for

Pool.

Comjileted partial reconstruction of Bellamy River

6.

Site.

the Bellamy River

Dam.

Bridge Repairs
Bridge required plank patching during the year.
Bridge, one (bay) comjiletely replanked.
Watson Road Bridge, guard rail replaced.
County Farm Bridge^ roof repaired and some planking replaced.

Fourth

1.

St.

Whittier

2.
3.
4.

St.

Sewers

in

The Old and New Rochester Road sanitary sewer project was started
January. This project was constructed in two phases.

The first phase was by contractor; the second phase
was constmcted by the department's regular forces.

of this project

The Bellamy Rd., Industrial Park sanitary sewer project was started
September by contract with the major portion of the work completed
by the end of the year when further work was postponed due to the adin

verse weather.

Extensions to the new sanitary sewers in the
constructed by the department's forces.

Back River Area were

Continuing land development has resulted in the construction of
sanitary and storm sewers by individual developers which are
to our existing system as follows:

many new
now added
a.

Cedarbrook Development
Woods Development
Morningside Park Development
Industrial Park Development

b. Strafford
c.

d.

off Garrison Road went
and maintenance becoming a

The Back River Sewage Treatment Plant
into operation in August with operation
responsibility of this department.
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NEW ADDITIONS

CITY EQUIPMENT
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DISPOSAL PLANT

CITY

OT'

DC/ER

y y

'v,-^

*

Considerable work was done in connection with securing underground
data for the proposed new Cocheco Sewage Treatment Plant and Interceptors. Numerous test holes were dug along Henry Law Avenue and in

Henry Law Park

to locate existing utilities.

Sidewalks
Extensive sidewalk construction was undertaken this year.

A

was constructed.
bituminous concrete sidewalk was constructed.
of 163 feet of concrete sidewalk

A

total

total of 7,074 feet of

Refuse Disposal
Refuse collections continue, as

new

last year, to

grow with the following

streets requiring collections:
1.

2.
3.

Meridian Drive
Cote Drive
Richardson Drive

4.

Morningside Drive

5.

Shady Lane

In addition to new streets, collections on existing streets are steadily
increasing as vacant lots and fields are being built upon.

Street Cleaning

Many

heavy showers during the season handicapped the street cleanThe heavy showers resulted in heavy deposits of sand, and
mud from washouts which could not be removed by motorized sweepers.
The annual fall collection of leaves throughout the City was made.
ing program.

Garage
In addition to continuing routine maintenance of all City equipment,
the garage crew rebuilt four (4) pieces of equipment. All equipment was
cleaned and repainted ths year.

New Equipment
New

equipment purchased during the year

One

(1) refuse

Two

One

(2)

as follows:

packer and chassis, new

G.M.C. dump

trucks,

new

a.

One

(1)

with plow attached

b.

One

(1)

without plow

(1)

is

Oshkosh truck with snow plow, used.
Respectfully submitted,

Edward

C. Smith,

Director of Public Works.
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PUBLIC LIBRARY
To

Mayor, the Hon. Melvin F. Morrison,
the Board of Library Trustees, Members of
the City Council:

the

The seventy-sixth annual report
Dover Public Library for the year 1958

of
is

the
pre-

sented herewith:

There were two changes in the personnel
Library Board this year. Mr. William A.
Piper's term as a Trustee expired December,
1957 and Mayor Morrison appointed Mr. Lloyd
Bridgham to the Board, and since Mr. Charles
Webb had moved to Florida and resigned from
the Board, the Mayor appointed Mr. W^alter A.
Cheney to comjilete his term of office.
of the

ANNE ELIZABETH LEACH
Librarian

On, January 13 Mr. Keyes Metcalf, well-known Library Consultant,
spent a day in the Library to investigate how it could better serve the community, and his report was received in that month and adopted by the
Board of Trustees.

The first of Mr. Metcalf's recommendations was that a systematic
discard of books and magazines should be started at once and on January
17 this withdrawal began and was continued throughout the year and w^ill
continue through 1959.
Another of the recommendations

in the Report was that the charging
should be moved ten feet forward to serve two purposes; to meet the public as soon as they enter the building and to supervise better the Children's Room and the Reading Room.

desk

in the

Main Hall

Meetings Attended by Librarian and Staff Members

On

April 22 the Librarian attended the meeting. of city librarians of
at Concord in the office of the State Librarian.

New Hampshire
On May

8 the Librarian and the Assistant Librarian attended the
New Hampshire Library Association in Laconia.

one-day meeting of the

On May
sity of

21 the Librarian accepted the invitation of the UniverNew^ Hampshire to attend the State Senior Citizens dinner in the

Memorial Union

at

Durham.

On September 25 the Librarian and the Reader's Advisor attended the
one-day meeting of the New Hampshire Library Association held at
Lamie's Tavern at Hampton, N. H. and visited the Lane Public Library
there to see the recent changes.

On October 5 the day of dedication the Librarian and the Reference
Librarian visited the new library at the University of New Hampshire
at

Durham.
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On October 15 the Librarian and the cataloger attended (two days of
the four-day Conference of the New England Regional Conference at the
New Ocean House at Swampscott, Mass.
Meetings

the Lecture Hall

in

On March

6 there

was an

illustrated lecture

by Mr. John McDaniels

on Japan.

On March 17 at 8:00 P.M. Mr. Frederick A. Kunz of the University
New-Hampshire sjwke on "Discipline of Children in the Home" under
the auspices of Miss Ruth Ham of the Home Demonstration Service of
of

the University.

The High School freshman classes for library instruction began October 6 and ended November 4. Due to the 'large enrollment this year there
were 12 classes, or 322 students who received this help. The freshman class
from St. Mary's came for the same instruction on November 12.

Twenty

teachers brought their classes to the Library during the year

and these represented grades
12 from
from Home,

Woodman
1

1-4, as follows:

Park, 2 from Sawyers, 2 from Ida B. Hanson,
1 from elementary in High School.

1

from Pierce,

One teacher brought her

class

from Rollinsford.

These visits of the teacher and her pui)ils to the Library are of inestimable value for they tie up the library and the school with the whole
educational process in the mind of the child, and each class is introduced
to the Children's own Reading Room, a story is told them, and they are
given the chance to register for a card, the first step in forming a habit
which it is hoped will be life-long.
Besides the school classes, groups of Blue Birds and

Cub

Scouts were

visitors to the Library with their leaders.

There were 19 story hours for children with attendance of
There were 8 movie programs for children with attendance of
There were 3 programs with colored slides with attendance of

273
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Total attendance.

National Library

298
103

674

Week Inaugurated

This year for the first time National Library
throughout the United States from March 16-22.

Week was

observed

This Week was sponsored by the American Library Association and
the National. Book Committee, Inc. of New York City working together
with the slogan "Wake Up and Read".

The purpose of this cooperative effort was to stimulate more reading
books and a wider use of libraries, because the per capita reading of
books by citizens of the United States is far below that of many other
countries which do not have our resources and oppotunities.

of
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This Week was a very active one in the Dover Public Library. There
were programs every afternoon with two speakers and refreshments
were served.
Thirty-four posters were donated by Mrs. Jane McHugh's
School Art Classes and these were distributed throughout the city.

High

Two prizes were offered by the Librarian to the boy and girl in the
7th grade who would write the best essay on "The Book I Liked the Best".
Prizes were won by Rachel Long and James Moore, both of Woodman
Park School.
Annlal Book Week
Book W\^ek was celebrated November 2-8. During that Week more
than 100 new children's books were on display and on Wednesday afternoon all of the elementary teachers were invited personally to visit the
Fine Arts Room to examine some of the more attractive elementary new
books, and refreshments were served from 3:30 to 5:00 P.M.
There were four trips to Boston to buy books: January
June 6 and September 12.

24, April 7,

The usual seasonal and holiday exhibits were displayed and in addithere was one of Gunstan Hall (of Revolutionary fame) for the
Society of Colonial Dames, which resulted in the gift of two books to the
Library. Also as usual the Library was closed on Good Fridav from 12:00

tion

to 3:00

P.M.

Repairs and Additions to the Library

A

new railing for the basement stairs in the front of the building met
a long-felt need. One of the outside entrance railings was replaced, also a
basement window, and a leak in the roof was repaired.
There were storm windows added to the
the

office,

the catalog alcove, and

Workroom.

A new
Historical

steel

truck was purchased for the

Main

desk.

Room

This Historical Room has had a busy year with 179 seekers after
genealogical material. The larger number of visitors, of course, were from
Dover and New Hampshire cities and towns, as usual, but there were jiersons from seven different places in Massachusetts, as well as from Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Washington (state),
California and one visitor from Quito, Ecuador, South America.

Changes

in Staff

Personnel

Mrs. Marilyn Hesse, part-time assistant, resigned and Mrs. Hallie
Gordon and Mrs. Jean Risley were employed on a part-time basis; the
former to help in tlie Children's Room, and to go to the Branch on Wednesdays, and the latter to assist at the Main Desk due to the increased
circulation.
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Appreciation

ing

There were more than 300 books given
bound books and paperback books.

The

largest single gift

to the Library in 1958, inekid-

was from the estate

of

Miss Margaret Varney,

including 200 books.

There were several special memorial

gifts of

books as follows:

of the Order of Elks", personally presented by Mr.
Albert Alie, Mr. John McCarthy and Mr. Leo Carroll on Feb. 10.

1.

"The History

2.

"Truth About Cancer", personally presented by Mrs. Fred Richardson on April 8.

3.

"The Goodly Land", a geographical portrait of
presented by Mrs. Irvin Lavine on April 15.

The Library
here but to

all of

regrets that the

name

of each

Israel,

personally

donor cannot be given

them appreciative thanks are hereby expressed.

Each year thanks are due many persons who have quietly and unobtrusively helped towards the smooth functioning of library business.
Specific thanks are due the Board of Library Trustees for their conand
tinued cooperation, to Foster's Democrat for publicity, to
WTSN, to Mrs. Raymond Childs, for her splendid gift of 100 plastic book
covers, to Rev. Mr. Athan, the Greek priest, who spent more than an hour
translating titles and evaluating the gift of 40 Greek books so that they
could.be cataloged and placed in circulation; to the Kimball Service Station on the North Side, to the increased cooperation of the staff members,
to the janitor, Edward Brazis, and to the substitute summer janitor, Mr.
Carl Thompson. Thanks to each and every one.

WHEB

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Elizabeth Leach,
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Librarian.

DOVER PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS FOR

No. of books

in

Library Jan.

No. of books purchased

No. of books discarded

No. of books

in

in

1,

1958

Adult

Juvenile

68,738

5,303

571

496

69,309

5,799

2,743

488

66,566

5,311

1958

in

1958

Library Jan.

1,

1959

Circulation
Adult non-fiction

20,418

Adult

24,035

fiction

Juvenile non-fiction

Juvenile fiction

at Book Station
(included in above figures

Books circulated

Books borrowed from State Library
Books

lent to State Library

Pieces of mail received at Library
(including magazines and newspapers)

Government documents received
Government booklets

to distribute

Total mail received

Recorded telephone

calls

1,872

Questions answered

3,231

(Questions requiring more than 10 min.)

New

188

registrations in 1958

Adult

630
457

Juvenile

Total

43

1958

1,087

Total

Out-of-town registrations ($1.30 each)
Visitors to Historical

Room

79
179

(Maine, N. H., Rhode Island, Mass.,
New York, CaHfornia, Conn., New
Jersey, Ohio, Seattle, Washington,
and Quito, Ecuador, So. America)
Story Hours for children

19

Attendance

273

Films for children
Attendance

8

Colored slides for children
Attendance

3

298

103

Total attendance

674

Total amount received from fines, reserve cards
and out-of-town registrations:
Fines

^

Reserve cards
Out-of-town registrations, 79 at $1.30
Total

[,125.85

14.60
102.70

$1,243.15

Anne Elizabeth Leach,
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Librarian.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
7*0

Melvin F. Morrison, Members

oj the
City Council,
oj the School Committee, and Citizens oj the City oj Dover:

//on.

'^P^^

^P»

Members

I respectfully submit my annual report of
the activities in the public schools of the City

of Dover.

Evaluation of High School Science Program

An evaluation of the Dover High School
Science program was undertaken in conjunction
with staff personnel from the University of
New Hampshire. The results were both beneFrederick c. walker
ficial and enlightening and the School Departsuperintendent
ment is most grateful to Dr. Eldon Johnson,
President of the University of New Hampshire, for making available
members of his staff for this undertaking.
Music Department
The Dover School Department was very proud to sponsor the New
England Music Festival this year when 600 youthful New England high
school musicians and choraliers made their appearance in Dover.
High praise is accorded to members of the Steering Committee under
the direction of Cecil Carter and to the citizens of Dov€r who gave strong
support to the endeavor by accommodating these youngsters for three days
and nights. It was a wonderful educational experience for all.

Health Services

A

total of 3,951 students

from

all sch'ools

Were given vision

tests.

This

same number were weighed and measured at least once and children in
grades one through eight were measured twice and weighed three times.
Reports were sent to parents indicating growth changes during the school
year. Physical examinations were administered to 1,070 students in grades
one, four, seven and ten in both public and parochial schools.

A plan has been set up where all children with parental consent in
grades one, four, sfeven and ten will be given the Vollmer Patch test for
tuberculosis each year.
The nurses made 354 home

visits

during the school year.

In the testing program, the Speech and Hearing Counselor administered 2,027 individual pure tone audiometer tests, 1,480 students received
at least one sweep test, 388 children were re-tested and .159 audiograms
were made. The School Department is deeply appreciative of the services
of the doctors and dentists of this City who have so generously given of
their time for the benefit of the school children of Dover.

45

Hot Lunch Program

An average of 780 meals were served daily during the 1957-58 school
year. A grand total of 136,583 meals were prepared in the central kitchen
or an increase of approximately 17,000 more meals than were produced
the year before. During the school year 7,042 free meals were distributed
to needy children and a total of 4,531 bottles of recess milk were also
given to these children.

Major alterations and improvements were made to the Central Kitchen
Dover High School which greatly facilitated meal production and
made the area a safer and more efficient place in which to work.
at the

Transportation

Over 4,000 school children attend all Dover Schools. Apjiroximately
1,400 are transported daily to and from school in 13 city-owned and operated busses. This means 2,800 pupil trips per day and 504,000 pupil trips
per school year. During a normal school year of 180 days, the fleet of
busses travels 570 miles per day for a total of 102,600 miles per school
year. In the operation of a pupil transportation system of such proportions, safety naturally receives the utmost attention.

The

overall supervision of the transportation system

iate charge of the Director of Transportation,

is

in the

immed-

Mr. Maurice Myers, who

of the Superintendent of Schools. To
Director of Transportation, a Mechanic, Mr. Robert Cheney,
provided.

works under the general direction
assist the
is

School Enrollment

The Dover Public Schools had an attendance of 2,922 on the first day
of school in September. This represents an increase of 196 students over
the first day of school in the previous year a 116 pupil increase on the
elementary level and an 80 jnipil increase on the secondary level.

—

At Dover High School the facilities were taxed to the point where
Math, English and 'Social Studies had to be held at the Voca-

classes in

An over-crowded condition occurred in the first grade area
and a new grade and teacher had to be added after the opening of school

tional School.

as well as a secondary teacher to the high school staff.

Opening of Horne Street School

The new

18 classroom Horne Street School opened its doors for the
time to receive 531 students on September 3rd. Mr. Earl Barnes, former Principal-Teacher at the Sawyer School, became the school's first
Principal. The opening of this elementary school made it possible for the
first time in a number of years, for all public school elementary pupils to
be housed under a school house roof. Two elementary- classrooms were
abandoned in City Hall, one in the High School and four in the Vocafirst

tional School.
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Changes

in

Personnel

The School Department ex})erienced the loss of a very dedicated and
member of the Dover Faculty through the resignation of Miss Mary
E. Cavanaugh as a teacher of Home Economics in the Dover Elementary Schools. Miss Cavanaugh served the School Department in this
loyal

capacity for over 40 years and she will be missed by the faculty and student body alike.

Mr. John Economopoulos who served the Dover Public Schools first
the capacity of Principal of Woodman Park School and later as Elementary Administrator, resigned from the system in order to take a position
in the State Department of Education. His tenure in Dover was marked
by excellence and dedication and he has the best wishes of the entire
school personnel.
in

The Department was indeed fortunate to again secure the services of
Hildrcd Berwick who had been separated from its employ for a
short time. She resumed her duties with the School Department in the caMiss

pacity of Elementar>^ Administrator. Mr. Thomas Ahearn, former Assistant Principal of Dover High School was elected to the principalship of the
Woodman Park School and Mr. Alton Knepp was elected to fill the position
vacated at the High School by Mr. Ahearn. Mr. James McShane became
Head Teacher at the Sawyer School and Mrs. Barbara Reed replaced Mr.
Robert Ryan as Speech and Hearing Counselor.

Appreciation
This year has been a year of many changes in the School Department
and as always, the parents have been most cooperative in line with the
adjustments and re-assignments necessary in order to keep pace with
increased enrollments. The Department feels that numerous positive steps
forward have been made in 1958 and appreciates the efforts of the various
City Departments and interested citizens in behalf of better educational
facilities and practices.
Respectfully submitted,

Frederick C. Walker,
Superintendent of Schools.
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HORNE STREET SCHOOL
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TAX COLLECTOR
To

the

Honorable Mayor, Melvin F. Morrison

and

to the

Members

of the City Council:

During the year 1958, with the assistance
of the Water Department, we

of the officials

have very materially reduced the delinquent
water bills and also collected many of the past
due maintenance bills.

A total of $143,481.22 was collected for the
Water Department on meter rates, maintenance
and new service bills.
•HAROLD

E.

CLARK

A total of $106,669.86 for Meter Rates was
committed to the Collection Office for the JanFebruary, July and August billings. This is an increase of $7,839.13
Collector

uarj^,

over last year.

sors

The Property Tax Warrant committed to the Collector by the Asseson August 20, 1958, was in the amount of $1,447,926.21. This in an

increase of $129,244.58 over 1957.

As

of

December

31,

1958, $1,255,696.07

had been collected

for

1958

Property Taxes.

Tax Sale
There were 127 parcels on the posting list with a value of $18,774.60,
but at the time of the sale it was reduced to 53 parcels with a value of
$6,478.15.

is

The amount
now $4,376.95.

of Propcrtv

Taxes to be redeemed

The total amount of monev collected
December 31, 1958 was $81,391.91.

for

for all previous years

Motor Vehicle Permits

as of

On June

16, 1958, the Head Tax Warrant was submitted to the Colby the Assessors in the amount of $51,220.00. There was $925.00
added to this amount in December by the Assessors in a special warrant.
On December 31, 1958 a total of $31,800 had been collected.

lector

On June
lector

16,

1958, the Poll

by the Assessors

1958, a total of $9,542.00

in the

Tax Warrant was submitted to the Colamount of $15,596.00. On December 31,

had been

collected.

Many of these Head and Poll Taxes are paid at the time of Motor
Vehicle Registration so that the figure given at the first of the year is
much higher by April first.
Other Collection Activities during the year of 1958 include the mailing out of 10,429 Head and Poll tax bills; 5,000 Property Tax Bills; 1,314
Head and Poll Tax delinquent notices; 1,480 reminders on Water bills and
44 Shut-off notices.
50

There have been about 100 personal calls
in-Trade Tax accounts during the year.

We

made on

delinquent Stock-

wish to thank the general public for their promptness

their various taxes

in paying
and to assure them that we are here to help them in

any way we can.

We

would also like to remind the public that our office is open during
the noon hour so that anyone wishing to pay taxes or water bills may do
so at that time.

We

gladly accept partial payments on Property Taxes.

Respectfully submitted,

Harold

E. Clark,

Yearly Report as of December
Motor Vehicles

\

National bank stock
Costs and fees
Property tax (1958)
Penalties on tax
Poll tax (1958)

Timber tax
Property tax prior
Poll tax prior

Head
Head
Head

tax (1958)
tax (1957 and prior)
tax penalties

Redemptions
Interest after sale

Miscellaneous income

Dover Housing Authority
(Payment in lieu of taxes)

Tax

Collector.

31, 1958

81,391.91
1,844.30
468.24
1,255,696.07
4,089.01
9,542.00
546.55
162,712.94
2,798.00
31,800.00
10,080.00
929.50
6,922.99
581.73
158.33
4,545.80

Collections as of Dec. 31, 1958
Collections as of Dec. 31, 1957

$1,574,107.37
1,444,400.50

Amount

%

of 1958 over 1957
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129,706.87

WATER DEPARTMENT
Year Ending December

To His Honor

the

31,

1958

Mayor and Members

of the

City Council:

We
ties of

have the honor to submit the activiWater Department for the year 1958.

the

New Equipment Purchased

CHARLES PRESCOTT
Superintendent

1

Two-Ton 1958 Dodge Dump Truck

1

Flexible Pipe Cleaning

1

Machine

Jaeger Rotary Type Compressor 125
C.F.M.. with 2 Pavement Breakers.

Improvements to Purification System

New

Willand Well: Screens cleaned and put back into first class conby surging.
Slow Sand Filter Beds cleaned and raked at Lowell Avenue Station.
Garrison Hill Reservoir was drained and cleaned of all rust and sed-

dition

iment
Installed 200 gallon

Soda Ash Barrel

at Lowell Ave. Filtration Plant.

Installed 350 gallon Soda Ash Barrel at Barbadoes Well. Soda
used more extensively at this time to reduce acidity in the water.

Extension of Mains during 1958 was as follows:

Morningside Park.

Ash

is

Lowered

service on Willand

Tore down 110
Installed

new

Activities of

ft.

Pond Rd.

for

sewer ])assing on Rochester Rd.

chimney at Lowell Ave. Station.

12 inch gate at Lowell Ave. Station.

the Meter Department
Meters
Meters
Meters
Meters

read senii-anually

4,517

537
296

installed

removed
checked

15
77
109

Leaky meters
Final readings
Frozen meters
Meters re-read

11

Meters removed for
Meters re-installed
Noisy meters
Service

26
32
45

test

2

Department Activities
Tapping of Mains
Water turned on
Water shut off

New

(outside work)

2

207
86
64

services installed

19

Service leaks repaired
Service repairs
New sketches
Mains repaired
Services thawed
Sidewalk boxes repaired
Services renewed
Disturbed water investigated
Low pressure
Hydrants repaired

60
41
17
3

43
36
5
4
22

Extensions on hydrants
of compressor (outside work)

Use

5
8

We

wish to thank the Employees, the Director of Public Works, and
the City Surveyor, for the cooperation and help the Department received

from them.
Respectfully submitted,

Roy

B. Ireland,

Chairman, Water Board.

Charles

C. Prescott,

Superintendent, Water Department.
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WENTWORTH DOVER
-

HOSPITAL
March
To

the

1959

17,

Melvin F. Morrison
of the City Council:

Honorable

Members

and

Gentlemen:
indeed a pleasure to submit a report
Wentworth-Dover City
Hospital for the year 1958.
It

is

of the activities of the

IRVING ROSENTHAL
Director

make

The highlight of the year 1958 was, of
course, the bequest to the Hospital by the late
Mrs. Louise B. Douglass. Her generosity will

possible for the citizens of Dover and the surrounding communienjoy the benefits of a new modern hospital. With the able assistance of Miss M. Marion Holt, R.N., and Mr. Stanley M. Burns, Esq.,
the Trustees of the Douglas Estate, plans were initiated to begin construction of the new Hospital wing in 1959.

ties

it

to

We are once again, as in prior years, indebted to the Women's Service
Council for their generous supi)ort through their various activities. Their
snack bar has been very successful, and through the generosity of a great
many women in the community it has been staffed on a voluntary basis,
and much of the food has been likewise voluntarily donated.
Late in 1958 the Board of Trustees regretfully accepted the resignation of its Chairman, J. Eugene Jalbert, who moved to Ohio. His replacement on the Board, Donald F. D'Arcy, was sincerely welcomed by both
the Trustees and the Hospital staff.

A hospital's results can best be measured by the number of patients
serves and by how well it serves them. The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals surveyed the Wentworth-Dover City Hospital and
gave us their "Seal of Approval" for the maximum three year period. This
approval is like "Sterling" on silver. It says that the care you receive in
your hospital has met rigid standards. W^e are indeed proud that we have
it

met the

test

and passed with

flying colors.

MEDICAL RECORD DEPARTMENT
Patient
A.

D.\t.\

Summary
1.

2.
3.

4.

of Patient Services

Patients admitted

Rendered
3,555

(excluding births)

Deaths (excluding stillbirths and newborn) ...
Total patient days of service rendered
(excluding newborn)
Average daily census (excluding newborn)
.

54

96
19,649
53.83

5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

Highest daily census (excluding newborn)
Percentage of occupancy (excluding newborn)

Ambulance patients
Accidents (excluding outpatients)
Outpatients (not occupying a bed)
Average length of stay (excluding newborn)

.

.

80

63.33%
226
209
836
5.54 days

Newborn

B.

572

(excluding stillborn)

1.

Birth

2.

Stillborn

3.

Deaths (excluding stillborn)
Days of care to newborn
Average daily census
Average length of stay

4.
5.
6.

7
7

3,201
8.77
5.49

Autopsies

C.

2.

For hospital deaths
For deaths outside hospital

3.

Percentage of autopsies

1.

18

16.50%

Service Distribution on Discharged Patients

No.
Medical
Surgical
Obstetrical

Newborn
Pediatric
Eye, Ear,

Nose and Throat

No. of Days

of Pts.

849
853
693
576
613
542

5,998
6,187
3,307
3,153
2,889
1,057

Total 4,126

Total 22,591

Geographical Distribution
Neiv Hampshire
2,906
149

Dover

Durham

64
117
191
29

Rochster

Salmon Falls
Somersworth
Rollinsford

3,456

239

45 other towns sent
Total for

New Hampshire

55

3,695

Maine
Berwick
South Berwick

31

270
27
23

Eliot

North Berwick

351
16 otlier towns sent

41

Total for Maine

Other New England States
Outside New England

392
34

.

8

Total Patients Admitted

4,129

Respectfully submitted,

Donald

F.

D'Arcy, Chairman

Irving Rosenthal, Director
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:

OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire

DIVISION

May
To

the

Dover,

19,1959

Mayor and

New

City Council
Hamjishire

Gentlemen
Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit of the
tlie City of Dover for the fiscal year ended December 31, 1958,
which was made by this Division in accordance with your request.
accounts of

Exhibits as hereafter listed are included as part of the report.

OF AVDIT

Sc;OPE

The accounts and records of all city officials charged with the custody, receipt and disbursement of city funds were examined and audited.
An examination was made of a sufficient number of vouchers, payrolls and
cancelled checks to satisfy the requirments of accepted standards of audit
jirocedure. Receipts w^ere checked by source insofar as possible. Book balances were verified by comparison with reconciled bank balances made
from statements obtained from dej^ository banks.

Comparative Balance Sheets (Ceneral Funds Accounts) December
1957 to December 31, 1958:
Comparative Balance
ended December

cal years

Siieets

(General Funds Accounts)

31, 1957

and December

31.

for the fis-

31, 1958, are jiresented

in Table. As indicated therein, the Surplus decreased bv $49,254.76, from
$143,769.60 to $94,514.84 in 1958.

Analysis of Chancje in Clrkext Financial Condition

An analysis of the change in the current financial condition of the
City during the year is made, with the factors which caused the change
indicated therein. These were as follows:
Decrease in Surplus
Surjilus used to reduce tax rate

Increase in reserve for prior years' taxes

$50,000.00
6,748.86
%

56,748.86

Increase in Surplus

Net budget surplus
Accounts payable adjustments
Decreacc in reserve for unredeemed

$ 5,738.43
1,310.83
tax(^s

444.84
7,494.10

Net decrease

$

57

49,254.76

—— —
•

Increase in Bonded Indebtedness

The bonded indebtedness of the City (including Municipal, Water
and School Debt) increased bv $24,000.00", from $2,230,000.00 to $2,254,000.00 in 1958, as shown herewith:

Municipal
School

'"'oo

'^OO

CO

Gt-i

G'-h

flo

foQ

m.2

m.S

cqQ

611,000.
294,000.
1,325,000.

$

$2,230,000.

$

$

Water

-c^

195,000.

$

10,000.

205,000.

$

TSrf

73,000.
23,000.

85,000.

733,000.
271,000.
1,250,000.

181,000.

$2,254,000.

$

Statement of Bonded Indebtedness

A

statement of outstanding bonded indebtedness as of
1958, showing annual debt service reciuirements, is given.

December

Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expenditures
Estimated and Actual Revenues

31,

—

Comparative statements of appropriations and expenditures, estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended December 31, 1958,
are presented. As indicated by the budget summary, a revenue surplus of
$6,712.96, less a net overdraft of appropriations of $974.53, resulted in a
net budget surplus of $5,738.43.

Tax Collections
Tax
levy, as

Head Taxes) of the current year's
to taxes assessed, for the year 1958, were as follows:

collections (exclusive of State

compared

Levy

of 1957

Percent

Levy

of 1958

Percent

—

Taxes assessed
Current year's levy
Taxes Collected
Current year's levy
Taxes Abated
Current year's levy
Uncollected Taxes
Current year's levy

$1,343,170.82

$1,471,916.17

$1,1(30,595.85

86.4%

$1,267,646.57

86.1^0

9,036.20

.7%

7,611.40

.5%

173,538.77

12.9%

196,658.20

13.47o

$1,343,170.82

100.0%

$1,471,916.17

100.0%
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Head and Poll Taxes
It

Dover

is

is

noted that the collection of State head taxes and i)oll taxes in
considerably below the average for all cities and towns in the

State.

In the collection of State head taxes within the calendar year of assess60% compared to the State average of 73%.

ment, Dover's percentage was

Poll tax collections in Do^'er likewise were on a 60/r
Statewide average was 76%.

basis while the

In this connection attention is called to the law which requires every
ai)plicant for a permit to register a motor vehicle or a fishing and hunting
license to furnish to the issuing officer a tax collector's receipt for the
payment of his poll and head tax for the preceding year. Strict enforce-

ment

of this provision of the

law should result in better head and

poll tax

collection.

Stock-in -Trade Taxes
Collection of stock-in-trade taxes should be enforced through distraint
procedure, if necessary, before one year from October first following the

assessment date.

Deficits in

Fund Balances

noted that increasing accumulated deficits in the Water Departarc carried in the general fund accounts of the City.
These represent the excess of cash payments over cash receipts of the two
It is

ment and Mill Funds
funds.

The Water Fund

1958,

and the Mill Fund

from $53,360.67 to $63,094.82 in
from $15,411.01 to $22,626.59.

deficit increased
deficit

This situation tends to distort the current surplus which
from $94,514.84 to $12,736.27 as a result of these special fund

is

reduced

deficits.

Consideration should be given to the matter of liquidating the fund
either through provisions for increased fund revenues or by

deficits

appropriations.

Conclusion

We
office

extend our thanks to the officials of the City of Dover and their
rendered during the course of the audit.

staffs for the assistance

Yours very

truly,

Harold G. Fowler, Director
Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission

Joseph W. Boudreau,
Norval D. Lessels,
Auditors.
0. Maurice Oleson,
Hugh J. Cassidy,

Accountants.
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OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire

DIVISION

Certificate of Audit

May

19,

1959

This is to certify that we have examined and audited the accounts
and records of the City of Dover for the fiscal year ended December 31,
1958. In our opinion, the Exhibits inchided herewith reflect the true financondition of the City on December 31, 1958, together with the results
of operations for tlie fiscal year ended on that date.
cial

Yours very

truly,

Harold G. Fowler, Director
Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission

Joseph W. Boudreau,
Norval D. Lessels,
Auditors.
0. Maurice Oleson,
Hugh J. Cassidy,

Accountants.
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^

NORMAN

fut'^f

T.

THOMAS

BROWNLEE

Finance Director

P.

DUFFY

Treasurer

1958
CITY OF DOVER,

N. H.

City of Dover, N. H.

COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS — GENERAL FUNDS
AS OF

DECEMBER

31,

ASSETS

1957

AND DECEMBER

December 31,

Cash:
General Fund
Subject to Transfer from ear-

marked funds
Petty cash and returned checks
PajToll

account

School account

Bond account

Accounts Receivable

S

80,055.60

1957

31, 1958

December 31, 1958

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable

$

44.510.32

City

47,337.04

School

23,158.54

42,800.77

Employees deductions payable

29,657.02

32,782.51

Bonds and coupons not presented

13,565.00

13,565.00

11.676.71

Hospital

Due

State of

New

Hampshire:

Head

taxes uncollected

Head

taxes collected

Special

yield taxes

Special yield

uncollected

taxes collected

Temporary loans

outstandino;

$

City of Dover, N. H.

ANALYSIS OF CHANGE IN CURRENT
FINANCIAL CONDITION
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

31.

Surplus, Dcccinber 31, 1957
Surplus,

December

Decrease

in

31,

$

1958

1958

143,769.60

94,514.84

.sur]ilus

$

49,254.76

$

49,254.76

ANALYSIS OF CHANGE
Decrease in Surplus:
Surplus used to reduce tax rate

$

Increase in reserve for prior years' taxes

50,000.00
6,748.86

$

56,748.86

Increases in Surplus:

Net budget surplus

$

Accounts payable adjustments

5,738.43
1,310.83

Decrease in reserve for unredeemed taxes

444.84
7,494.10

Net Decrease

64

City of Dover, N. H.

BALANCE SHEET
AS OF

-

BONDED INDEBTEDNESS

DKCKMBEK

31,

1958

ASSETS
Bond rociuirements
Bond requiiements
Bond rpquiiements

— Municipal
— Water
—School

733,000.00

$

271,000.00
1,250,000.00
{2,254,000.00

Total Assets

LIABILITIES
Municipal Bonds Outstanding:

—

Improvements 1948
Improvements and equipment
Fire equipment and sewer
construction
Street, sewer

equipment

13,000.00

— 1949

25,000.00

— 1951

18,000.00

and departmental

— 1952

42,000.00

City Hospital— 1953

150,000.00

Sewer— 1953

55,000.00

Public Improvement

— 1955

45,000.00

Sewer— 1957

190,000.00

Sewer extension and treatment

plant— 1958

95,000.00

Industrial park sewer extension

Capital

— 1958

70,000.00

outlay— City, 1958

30,000.00

$

733,000.00

Water Bonds Outstanding:

—

Water improvement 1950
Water extension 1952
Water treatment plant and improvement 1954
Water extension 1956

74,000.00

—

—

8,000.00

150,000.00

—

39.000.00

271,000.00

School Bonds Outstanding:

School— 1950

550,000.00

School equipment

— 1953

75,000.00

North Side School— 1957
Capital outlay

615,000.00

— 1958

10,000.00
1,250,000.00

$2,254,000.00

Total Liabilities
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City of Dover, N. H.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF
ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL REVENUES
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

31, 1958

Revenues
Estinuited

Intejest

on taxes

Actual

Excess

Deficit

Bond

Issue

Rpvenue:

State school aid

Parking meters
Parking meter

meomc

Surplus

Welfare

Added

reimbursements

25,500.00

28,496.76

5.950.00

5,950.00

2.996.76

18.000.00

14,301.59

50,000.00

50,000.00

2,000.00

3,273.17

1,273.17

6,539.95

6,539.95

438.80

438.80

taxes

3,698.41

Taxes committed under budgetary
requirements

(Net)

2,940.83

2,940.83

Yield tax revenue

$ 270,599.83

70

$

277,312.79

$

15.926.29

S

9,213.33

City of Dover. N. H.

SCHEDULE OF EARMARKED FUNDS
FISCAL YEAR

PROCEEDS OF BOND ISSUES

ENDED DECEMBER

31.

1958

Fust Street paikin^^ lot
Zoning Board of Adjustment

maps

Sale of city

3,150.71

2,212.19

30.51

47.25

67.50

96.75

18.00

147.49

80.00

62.22

165.27

Plannmg Board

Guppy Farm

10,708.36

(372.15)

Court House parking lot
Health Dept.—sealing fees
Bellamy Park concessions

6,988.52
(27.33)

(27.33)
(

School gymnasium rentals

2.00)

409.27

316.80

90.47

1,550.34

114.64

1,054.48

610.50

Library— mi.scellaneous

63.74

21.00

School music fund

68.64

School lunch program
Hospital

X-Ray equipment

84.74
68.64

63,933.36

5,158.98

615.20

11,974.13

1,911.50

56.25

1,855.25

4,641.36

46.95

4,594.41

4,013.84

.50

4,013.34

59,493.90

9,598.44

674.50

(1,092.25)

Mill steam plant

Coke

27.74

10,308.47

6,988.52

loss

fire

71.00

10.50

60..50

Municipal Court

5,332.39

(417.75)

3,570.20

9,019.13

5.60

receipts

—

North side sewer payment by abutters
Back River Road sewer payment by butters
Bellamy Rd., etc.— payment by abutters

—

$

472,701.46

72

$

617,305.25

5.60

$

910,941.43

$

179,065.28

City of Dover. N. H.

SUMMARY OF WARRANTS LEVY OF
-

FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

1958

31, 1958

DR.
Taxes Committed to Collector:
$1,447,928.85

Property taxes

15,596.00

Poll taxes

National bank stock taxes

1,844.30

526.55

Yield taxes

Added Taxes:
Property taxes

5,734.87

240.00

Poll taxes

Refunds

7.95

37.65

Interest collected

1,471,916.17

CR.
Remittances to Treasurer:
$1,255,696.07

Property taxes
Poll taxes

9.542.00

National bank stock taxes

1,844.30

526.55

Yield taxes

37.65

Interest

Abatements Allowed:
6,707.40

Property taxes

904.00

Poll taxes

Uncollected Taxes

—December

31,

1958:

Property taxes
Poll

191,268.10
5,390.00

taxes

$1,471,916.07

Add: Excess debit

acct. property taxes

.10

$1,471,916.17
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City of Dover, N. H.

WATER DEPARTMENT
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

31,

1958

Revenues:

Metered

$

sales

111,331.32

Miscellaneous sales

20,943.67

Penalties and fines

596.34

Service piping and sale of meters

466.52

Sale of equipment

1,000.00

$

134,337.85

Operating Expenses
Wiiter Supply Expenses

Superintendence

$

Source of supply labor
Pumjiing station labor
Purification

344.57
6,096.60

labor

1,944.89

Gravity system labor and supplies

Pumping

station supplies

1,311.79

and expenses

Power purchased
Purification supplies

1,681.36

2,733.04

17,873,07

and expenses

4,664.63

$

36,649.95

Maintenance Expenses
Rei)airs to water supply structures

and equipment

1,263.78

Repairs to pumping station structures

and equipment

572.96

Repairs to purification structures

and equipment

260.83
2,097.57

Distribution Supply Expenses

Superintendence
Repairs to mains

1,715.10

3,229.17

Repairs to services
Repairs to hydrants
Miscellaneous labor
Cleaning mains

5,938.08

5,363.53
7,493.50
1,228.10

Meter department labor
Meter reading labor

5,242.06
1,954.55

75

r

Meter

de\A..

supplies

and expenses

37.80

shop expenses

947.19

Small tool expense

657.82

Pij^e

33,806.90

Supplies

Repairs to mains
Repairs to services and equipment
Repairs to hydrants
Repairs to meters

:

:

City of Dover, N. H.

CEMETERY DEPARTMENT
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

31,

1958

$

27,535.66

Receipts

Care and maintenance
Interment
Rental of tomb and house
Sale of material and stores
Sale

trust fimds

City appropriation

Expenditures

Salaries

90.00
2,392.30
3,299.50

of lots

Income from

1,577.00

4,676.86

11.000.00
4,500.00

:

:

PACIFIC MILLS

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

31,

1958

$

35,644.86

Receipts

Rent

of space

245.00

$

Sale of steam

35,399.86

Expenditures

11,668.76

Salaries

302.77

Outside ser\ices

Telephone,

SuppHes
Fuel and

telegraph

and postage

158.34

609.84
29,797.51

utilities

Insurance and retirement

323.22
42,860.44

(Deticit)

for year

(

Fund balance (deficit), December 31, 1957
Fund balance (deficit), December 31.

78

7.215.58)

(15,411.01)

1958

($22,626.59)

:

City of Dover, N. H.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FISCAL YEAR ExN'DED

Receipts

DECEMBER

31, 1958

Tuition

5,955.95

Special activities and special funds

3,176.20
49,432.52

Fixed Charges

Retirement

30,035.31

Insurance, treasurer's bonds and expenses

6,116.53

36,151.84

Capital Outlay

Additions and improvements to
buildings

New

116.90

equipment

6,957.00
7,073.90

Total expenditures

$

Encumbrances, December 31, 1958
Less: Accounts payable distributed above

712,700.36

42,800.77

25,454.50
17,346.27

Grand

total

$

80

730,046.63

DIVISION

OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING

STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord,

New Hampshire

May
To

the

Dover,

Mayor and

New

21,

1959

City Council

Hamjishire

Gentlemen:
Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit of the
aecounts of the Wentworth-Dover City Hospital for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 1958, which was made i3y this Division in accordance with
your request. Exhibits as hereafter listed are included as part of the report.

Scope of Audit

The accounts were checked for accuracy of posting. Receipts were
traced to source insofar as possible. Vouchers were compared with supjiorting invoices and totals of receipts and exjienditures verified. Figures
as shown by the Hospital records were accepted for Inventories and Accounts Receivable.
Necessary entries were
the audit findings.

made

to bring the records into

agreement with

Accoi'NTS Receivable
It is noted that as of December 31, 1958, the accounts receivable
amounted in total to $209,990.87. This represented 42 percent of the total
amount charged to patients during the year of $501,988.03. It is therefore
again recommended that serious consideration be given to the improvement of collection procedures. Auditor's verification notices will be sent
to all ]iersons whose accounts appear to be delinquent according to the

records.

Per Capita Patient Costs

The per capita patient costs for the years 1957 and 1958 is indicated
Table. It will be noted that, excluding the annual city appropriations
of $39,000.00 and $38,000.00, respectively, in these years, the average loss
per patient to the City was $1.64 in 1957 and $1.18 in 1958. Debt service
charges and depreciation are not included in these computations.
in

81

Accounting Procedures

The changes

in

accounting procedures which were recommended in the

report of last year's audit were carried out during 1958.

Conclusion

We

extend our thanks to the Hospital Administrator and the
rendered during the course of the audit.

office

staff for the assistance

Yours very

truly,

Harold G. Fowler. Director
Division of Municipal Accounting
State Ta.v C ommission

Joseph W. Boudreau,
Norval D. Lessels,
Auditors.
O. Maurice Oleson,
Hugh J. Cassidy,

Accountants.
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DIVISION

OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING

STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord,

New Hampshire

Certificate of Audit

May
This

is

21, 1959

we have examined and audited the accounts and
Wentworth-Dover City Hosjiital for the fiscal year ended

to certify that

records of the

December

31, 1958. In our opinion, the Exhibits included herewith reflect
the true financial condition of the Hos])ital on December 31, 1958, together
with the results of operations for the fiscal year ended on that date.

Respectfully submitted,

Harold G. Fowler, Director
Division of Municipal Accounting
State

Joseph W. Boudreau,
Norval D. Lessels,
Auditors.
0. Maurice Oleson,

Hugh

J.

Cassidy,

Accountants.
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Tax Commission

WENTWORTH DOVER HOSPITAL
-

1958

Wentworth

-

Dover. City Hospital

COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

ASSETS

AND FUND BALANCE

LIABILITIES

December

December 31,

31, 1957

1958

Accounts Payable:

Trade creditors

$

Refunds due patients

$

7,750.54

$

Accrued expenses

Due

3,662.69

144.76

155.04
7,905.58

$

3,807.45

3,740.57

4,115.79

18,332.53

15,833.58

City of Dover:

Deficit of cash in treasury

Total

liabilities

$

29,978.68

$

23,756.82

$

120,699.71

$

129,039.85

Fund Balance:
Balance, beginning of year

Add:

Total

Earnings cm-rent year

liabilities

14,714.70

8,340.14

and fund balance

$

86

159,018.53

$

167,511.37

Wentworth

-

Dover City Hospital

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED DECEMBER

31,

1958

REVENUES
Charlies to Patients:
284,287.50

Routine care
Nursery care
Operating room

17,644.50

41,827.70

Delivery room

11,118.50

X-Ray

38,949.50

diagnosis

Laborator>'

49,368.00

Drugs
Oxygen

41,516.89
10,702.85

6,572.59

All other

501,988.03

Less:

New Hampshire

Public Welfare discounts

4,614.51

512.46

Medical care discounts
Courtesy discounts general
Courtesy discounts staff and mn-ses
Blue Cross discounts
Allowance for bad debts

—
—

257.97
186.97
11,815.47

13,035.05

30,422.43

Net earnings from patients

$

471,565.60

Other Income:
Appropriation, City of Dover

38,000.00

Trust funds

2,692.31

Telephone and telegraph collections
Staff meals, rooms and laundry

7,034.67

Bad debts

594.90

224.00

collected

Purchase discounts
All other

1,195.92

income

209.47
49,951.27

$

Total income

521.516.87

Less:

Operating ex})enses

$ 500,686.91

Capital impro\'ements

6,115.26

506,802.17

Net earnings

$

87

14,714.70

:

:

Wentworth

-

Dover City Hospital

STATEMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES
FISCAL YEAR PINDED DECF:MBER

31, 1958

OPERATING EXPENSES
Administration:

—director,

Salaries

assistants

and

clerical

30,683.28

Postage, stationery and telephones

5,069.88

Insurance and bonds

8,480.87

Employee retirement and

social security

9,939.77

Other administrative expenses

1,327.76

Collection fees and professional service

2,497.62

57,999.18

Dietary Expenses:
Salaries

24,873.77

Raw

22,247.22

and prepared foods
Other supplies and expenses

2,744.39

49,865.38

Housekeeping
Salaries

26,652.31

Supplies and expeases

1,647.48

28,299.79

Laundry
Salaries

10,772.01

Supplies and expenses

2,450.73

Repairs to equij^ment

521.10
13,743.84

Linen Service:
Salaries

1,792.80

Supplies

2,436.06

4.228.86

Nurses'

Home:

Payments

in lieu of rent

Fuel, light, water

2,379.60

and repairs

295.12
2,674.72

Operation of Plant:
F^ngineers

and firemen

12,269.95

Electricity

Gas and
Ice

5,855.06
12,366.86

oil

and water

2,997.19

Repairs and supfdicis

2,(KX>.39

Maint<;nuncr; walarics

6.493.25

88

;

:

6J5a.61
Repairs, bcnu

1

.

125.91

49.47aj22

XTrrcrnf Serrice

161J41^
1S70
J
MedifaiJ

161j60J2

and Sorgical:

2.130.00
3.41 S.0(;

Drugs and prescriptions

Oxvgen

19.397.44

5.613.04

tfao-apy

Dressmss. dTsmfectaats.

7J19J14

etc.

273.36
3.027.39
41.068.27

5.4^J6
-

and expessaes

638.10

6.080^
>peratmg:

Room:
14JD4jO

Salaries

Lascnmiesns and si—rlf-?

S.473-4S

Repairs and misf-

52.04

23J30.02

Defivery Rckhh:

SaiaxKS

3^4.11

Supplies and expenses

5,779.41

Are^t.btsolc^y:

r.

^

expenses

1.852:28

X-Rav Dij^noas
13>414^

RadioJc^sr. fees

Staf

7.06152

salaries

Film

4.085.72

Otiier supplies aiui expenses

1J0U3

Repairs to equipment

153.19

36.0iS.7S

89

:

Laboratory
Pathologist fees
Salaries

15,048.68

— technicians

10,346.21

Supplies and expenses

2,331.31

Outside fees

1,058.00

28,784.20

Total operating expenses

$

90

500,686.91

: :

Wentworth

-

Dover City Hospital

CONDENSED COMPARATIVE STATEMENT
OF OPERATIONS
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED

DEC.

31,

1957

AND

DEC.

Dec.

31,

1958

31, 1957

Dec.

31, 1958

Revenues

Net earnings from patients
City of Dover
Staff meals,

All other

$

—appropriation

$

39,000.00

room and laundry

income

Total

432,188.71

income

471,565.60
38,000.00

6,129.55

7,034.67

4,695.75

4,916.60

$

482,014.01

$

$

521.516.87

Expenses
Administration

51,118.49

57,999.18

Dietary

47,844.14

49,865.38

Housekeeping

25,531.81

28,299.79

16,336.43

17,972.70

Laundry and
Nurses'

linen

Home

2,526.66

2,674.72

Plant operation

53,388.54

49,473.22

Nursing service

151,919.84

161,560.52

36,577.42

41,068.27

Medical and surgical
Medical records

5,360.83

6,080.46

Operating and delivery rooms

30,186.06

30,861.71

X-Ray

25,666.20

26,046.76

Laboratory

21,941.53

28.784.20

468,397.95

500,686.91

5,275.92

6,115.26

Total

operating

Non-operating

expenses

$

expenses

Total charges

Net revenue

to surplus

91

$ 473,673.87

$

506,802.17

$

$

14,714.70

8,340.14

Wentworth

-

Dover City Hospital

CONDENSED COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF
PER CAPITA PATIENT COSTS
FISCAL YEAR

ENDED

DEC.

31,

1957

AND

DEC.

31,

1958

AT YOUR SERVICE
Tel.

No.

Administration, Mayor's Office

SH

2-3551

City Clerk

SH

2-2219

Fire Department

SH

2-1733

SH

2-4646

Police

Department

Public

Works

SH

2-4568 or 1679

Water Department

SH

2-2777

Wentworth-Dover Hospital

SH

2-5252

^^.aae

printing comp;;

